JOIN US, IN-PERSON OR VIRTUALLY!

W EERTHERE IS N SAFET

Many parents caring for children with
trauma carry difficult experiences
quietly, often feeling like they are
facing these challenges alone.

The following post was written and
shared by Andy Neal on March 12, 2026,
and originally appeared on his Facebook
page, andyfilmsandhikes.

A few days ago, our oldest daughter
turned 18. We adopted her through the
foster care system atong with her brother

That sentence should feel simple. Joyful,
even. It should call to mind cake, candles,
memories, and the strange ache of
watching your child step into adulthood.
It should feel like a milestone.

Instead, it landed with grief, exhaustion,
relief, love, heartbreak, and the kind of
complicated silence that settles over a
family after years of living in survival
mode.

Her birthday has come and gone, and |
have found myself sitting with a truth that
too many parents are carrying quietly
behind closed doors. There is no real
safety net for families like ours. Not when
your child has severe trauma. Not when
they have Reactive Attachment Disorder.
Not when the system is underfunded,
fragmented, and unequipped for the
level of complexity some families are
living with every single day.

And maybe worst of all, when parents
finally reach the end of what they can
safely carry, they are often treated not as
people in crisis, but as the problem itself.

That has to change.

Our family has spent years trying to get
help for our children. Our oldest and our
middle child, her full biological brother,

both carry the same diagnosis: Reactive

Attachment Disorder, also known as RAD.

This is not something most people

& ADOPTIVE PARENT'S FALL

Explore all the
pages to find
details about
the speakers,
conterence
agenda, and
event location.

understand well, and
honestly, that lack of
understanding has
shaped far too much
of our experience.

RAD is rooted in severe early childhood
trauma, abuse, neglect, and disrupted
attachment. It happens when a child’s
earliest developmental years are marked
not by safety, consistency, and nurturing,
but by fear, instability, and harm. When
that happens, the brain adapts for
survival. Attachment itself can begin to
feel unsafe. Trust can feel threatening.
Love can feel destabilizing instead of
comforting.

That is hard for people to grasp because
from the outside, these kids can be
incredibly charming, funny, smart,
engaging, and kind.

They can look completely fine to
teachers, Continued on page- 07
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IF YOU WALKED INTO YOUR CHILD’S BEDROOM TONIGHT...
WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING AT?

“Notithe obvious things. The subtle ones.

F e
. dihejeveryday itemsithat don’t
~_look dangerous atall. -=* =

Because today, drugs and alcohol aren’t always
hidden in lockboxes or under mattresses.

They’re disguised. Blended in. Hidden in plain sight.

Welcome to Hidden in Plain Sight (HIPS) — an interactive exhibit
presented by the Healthy Youth Coalition of Marinette and
Menominee Counties.

Step inside a realistic teen bedroom with Karianne Lesperance, Danielle Lemke, and
Joe Nault and see firsthand how substances can be disguised in everyday items.

Recognize the Warning Sign
Learn how everyday objects can conceal vaping devices, alcohol, and other substances — and what
clues to watch for.

Understand Current Youth Trends
Get up-to-date information on local drug and alcohol trends, popular products, and youth slang.

Build Stronger Communication Skills
Gain practical strategies to start open, supportive conversations with youth.

Leave with Prevention Tools & Resources
Walk away with valuable community resources and prevention strategies you can use immediately.

N GL] ol 11-1 M Because what you don’t see... matters.

Most importantly, it empowers adults to move from “l didn’t know” to “Now | do.”

Thank you, Kesslers Diamonds for donating
this gorgeous damond necklace:

Join us at our live auction where you
can challenge your family and friends in
a fun showdown for a chance to win
this stunning necklace!
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Become a Vendor at the 2026 WFAPA Foster & Adoptive Parent Conference

Consider becoming a financial supporter and exhibitor at the WFAPA Foster & Adoptive Parent Conference—a unique opportunity to connect
with a highly engaged and mission-driven audience. Our attendees include parents, caregivers, business professionals, educators, law
enforcement officers, child welfare advocates, social workers, correctional staff, and others dedicated to supporting children and families.

Why ibit e ?
« Reach Your Target Audience
Connect directly with individuals and organizations involved in foster care, adoption, and kinship care.
« Build Awareness
Showcase your agency, services, products, or mission to a statewide audience.
« Sell & Promote
Offer products or resources that support families and professionals in this space.
« Maximize Visibility
Refreshment breaks are held in the exhibit hall, ensuring consistent foot traffic and
valuable engagement opportunities throughout the event.

What's Included with Your Vendor Registration?
» One 6-foot exhibit table for your display
« Electricity at no additional cost
« Listing on the WFAPA conference webpage (wfapa.org) and in conference materials
+» Dedicated time to connect with attendees during scheduled breaks
« 20% discount on one conference registration

Please note: Vendors who wish to attend conference sessions must register separately as conference participants.

Vendor Rates
+ $100 — Nonprofit Organizations
- $150 — Private Agencies

Reserve your place! This is a great chance to connect, participate, and create an impact.

To book your vendor spot, please visit wfapa.org, select Training & Resources, and then choose the Vendor Registration Form.

If you have any questions, feel free to email us at info@wfapa.org.

A B i e -

Abuse & Negle
FASPP's Objective: Supporting Foster and Adoptive .

Parents Statewide ) )
Foster parents open their homes to children, aware that they also

FASPP's primary aim is to assist foster and adoptive parents  bring with them their histories and issues.
throughout the state with a peer-driven network of support
and information. Our goal is to maintain foster and adoptive
families by providing the necessary resources. If you're
feeling disoriented, in need of information, or under an
investigation, our highly trained FASPP and SAAN volunteers
can help. They can guide you through a range of challenges  If you have any questions in the following areas, please reach

Foster and adoptive parents face a higher risk of being accused of
wrongdoing. Being investigated is a stressful and unsettling
experience for anyone, but SAAN is here to help you navigate the
process by providing information and support.

and provide you with the relevant information or resources out to the designated individuals via email or phone:
you need. FASPP and SAAN comprises of fellow foster or : - .
adoptive parents, making it easier for you to connect and + Norma, Chairperson (Advice on general & allegations)

share your experiences. Phone: (920) 922-9627

+ Melissa (Focuses on fostering younger children)
Phone: (608) 333-6650
Email: lovedalemelissa@gmail.com

Introducing SAAN, a Peer-Driven Support Network for
Foster and Adoptive Families

SAAN is a support network created by peers, with the aim of
reducing the trauma experienced by foster and adoptive
families during an allegation, without compromising the
integrity of the investigation.

« Lauri  (Advice on general/adoption)
Phone: (715) 816-4152
Email: lthorssen@gmail.com
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FULL TIME RECRUITMENT SPECIALIST NEEDED

Job Profile Summary

* Leads the performance and coordination of general, targeted and child-specific recruitment of foster families
suitable to meet the needs of children in out-of-home care. Facilitates community presentations;

* Collaborates/coordinates with partner, community and professional organizations to attract and engage
prospective foster families;

e Staffs community-based recruitment events;

* Performs direct client contact to educate and guide individual prospective foster families through initial
application activities.

* May work closely with public relations staff, and program leadership. Participates in data collection and
reporting activities.

We are very interested in hiring a person with foster parenting experience. If you have any questions, feel free to
reach out to Lori Hansen at 608-893-8896 or via email at lhansen@childrenswi.org. = ,
Children's

Wisconsin

To apply: Go to www.childrenswi.org/careers/search-and-apply-for-jobs

Joinjs
Saturdayimorning

October 10, 2026

Join Jessica Nehmer for
an engaging discussion!

Jessica Nehmer, a Program and Policy Analyst with
the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families,

the following topics:

« Updates on DCF 56
« Relevant Adoption
Program Updates
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Loss of cultural ties and disrupted
kinship networks cause adverse
outcomes that follow Indigenous foster
youth and adoptees into adulthood,
according to newly published research.

The findings, revealed last month in the
Child Abuse & Neglect Journal, suggest
that Native youth involved in the child
welfare system experience poorer family
cohesion and psychological outcomes as
young adults compared to those who
never entered the system. The study was
carried out over two decades by
researchers from Yale University and the
John Hopkins Center for Indigenous
Health.

Specifically, Indigenous foster youth and
adoptees reported feeling less satisfied
with their family relationships as adults.
They also reported lower rates of
“flourishing,”” which researchers
measured by asking respondents to
agree or disagree with statements such
as "l lead a purposeful and meaningful
life” and “| am optimistic about our
future.”

The researchers said their findings
underscore the need for child welfare
reforms that recognize and support the
critical connection within Indigenous
communities between family wellness
and culture, kinship community,
language and traditions. Foster care and
adoption weakens those protections,
they said, leaving Native children
vulnerable to additional trauma that
reverberates through generations.

i Stefanie Gillson

"A lot of social workers and judges don't
understand the culture around
Indigenous people, which is more of an
extended family, extended kinship, and
isn't nuclear,” said lead author Stefanie
Gillson, who is Dakota Mdewakanton
and a descendant of the Santee Sioux
tribe. "It should really signal to individual
social workers as well as social work
education that Indigenous culture and
family relations look different” from
Western ideals regarding the concept of
family.

The findings, which were part of a larger
longitudinal study that followed 735
children, contribute to the limited child
welfare research on the long-term effects
of modern family separation in
Indigenous communities. Of those 735
children interviewed, nearly 17% were
identified as having had involvement with
the system as children or adolescents.

Participants came from eight reservations
in the Great Lakes region of the United
States and in Canada. Indigenous youth
are overrepresented in both countries’
child welfare systems.

Interviewers, who were from the same
tribal communities as the youth, met
annually with each young person and at
least one caregiver

over an eight-year period beginning in
2002. The interviewees' average age was
11 years.

Then, in 2017, the young people were
interviewed as adults for an additional
three years.

Gillson felt it was critical to place the
study’s findings in the context of other
historical policies that were uniquely
disruptive and devastating for Indigenous
families, such as Indian boarding schools
and campaigns in the United States and
Canada that promoted the adoption of
Native children by white families.

The researchers’ conclusions were clear:
"Child welfare involvement acts as a
continuation of historical trauma.”

Linda Cobe

The study’s authors note various
limitations to the research. Because it
focused on a single Indigenous cultural
group in one region of the U.S. and
bordering Canada, the data may not
apply to other North American Native
groups or those who grew up in urban
areas. And since the study was not
originally designed with child welfare
research in mind, questions asked of
respondents did not allow for answers
that offered contextual details, such as
the reasons for family disruptions.

Linda Cobe, who was adopted in 1965, said
the study’s findings resonated with her even
though nearly 50 years separate her
experience from those interviewed for the
study.

“Being placed in a non-Native

family, materialistically | didn’t g
want for anything because they iy b
were middle class and | came o g
from poverty,” Cobe told The ]
Imprint by phone. The 67-year- Wi
old is a Lac Vieux Desert Band

of Lake Superior Chippewa tribal member.

“They always told me they loved me,
provided a good home, yet they knew
nothing about my culture. So | had a loss

of identity.”

Other challenges to her well-being that
affected her later in life included years of
sexual abuse in her adoptive home, she said.
As an adult, Cobe said she felt disconnected
from some of her biological siblings who
she’'d been separated from after her
adoption. During her first marriage, she felt
she couldn’t compare to someone from a
“good, healthy background” and struggled
to feel loved.She also felt a lack of purpose
and meaning, she said.

“You feel like you don't fit in anywhere in
the non-Native world or your Native world,”
Cobe said of Indigenous adoptees. “You
need a good sense of self to flourish — if
you don't have a sense of identity, how can
you flourish?”

Article written by Nancy Marie Spears, filed
2/17/2026 3am, & taken from Imprint.
https://imprintnews.org/ top-stories/and
families with a focus on the Indian Child
Welfare Act. Nancy Marie Spears works
nationally covering Indigenous children and
families with a focus on the Indian Child
Welfare Act. She is an enrolled member of the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma.

Adoptlon says:
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ANGELINE BOULLEY

Join Angeline as she presents virtually for an inspiring conversation about the relevance of
¢ her books for young people in foster care, especially Native American youth.

She will also examine the role of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and how it influences
identity, connection, and the lived experiences of Native youth in care.

Firekeeper's Daughter is her debut novel, and was an instant #1 NYT Bestseller. The book has been named the Walter Dean
Myers Award for Outstanding Children'’s Literature, the Printz Award, the William C. Morris award for YA debut literature,
and was an American Indian Youth Literature Award Honor Book. Called an “Indigenous Nancy Drew” the central character
is Native teen who must root out the corruption in her community after witnessing a shocking murder.

Her second novel, Warrior Girl Unearthed, was published in 2023 and was an instant New York Times and Indies Bestseller.
This novel takes us back to Sugar Island, and is a high stakes thriller about the power of discovering your stolen history.

Angeline's newest novel, Sisters in the Wind (September 2025), is a daring new mystery about a foster teen claiming her

heritage on her own terms.

Honors, Awards & Recognition

« A Printz Medal Winner
« A Morris Award Winner

» An American Indian Youth Literature Award Ya Honor Book!
+ A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Ya Pick

» An Instant #1 New York Times Bestseller

WFAPA is dedicated to supporting, advocating
for, and providing essential resources to foster
and adoptive families across the country. While
we are proud of the progress we've made, we
know our work is far from finished.

With the support of partners like you, we can
continue to expand our impact and make a
meaningful difference in the lives of children and
families who need it most.

We invite you to become a sponsor of WFAPA.
With a one-time annual contribution of $300 or a
monthly donation of $25, your support directly
helps us achieve our mission. As a registered
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization,
your donation is tax-deductible.

Sponsorship also offers valuable visibility for your
business. As a WFAPA sponsor, your company will be
recognized across multiple platforms, including:

« Our website - www.wfapa.org

o Our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/wfapa
« Social media channels

« Quarterly newsletters

» Conferences

Your partnership not only supports families—it also
demonstrates your commitment to strengthening
communities and making a lasting impact.

Jolin us fin malking a cliifersnas.

To learn more, visit www.wfapa.org, click on
“Support Our Work,” and select “Sponsors.”
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Continued from front page-

friends, extended family, church
communities, social workers, and even
some therapists. They can hold it
together in public. They can seem sweet
and regulated and delightful.

Then they come home.

And home is often where the explosion
happens.

Home is where the child who seemed
perfectly fine outside the house can
become oppositional, volatile,
manipulative, destructive, aggressive, or
completely dysregulated. Home is where
the safest people often receive the most
intense behaviors. Home is where the
fallout lands. Home is where parents are
left trying to explain that no, this is not
ordinary defiance, and no, this is not bad
parenting, and no, we are not
exaggerating.

It is one of the loneliest experiences | can
imagine, because to the outside world, it
can look like the child is struggling a little
and the parents are overreacting. But
parents living with RAD know the truth.
They know what it is to live in a state of
constant hypervigilance. They know what
it is to wonder whether tonight will be
calm or catastrophic. They know what it is
to lock up sharp objects, monitor every
shift in tone, brace for running, bracing
for violence, bracing for false narratives,
bracing for another call, another crisis,
another placement falling apart, another
professional who only sees thirty minutes
in an office and thinks they understand
the whole story.

That is another devastating piece of this.

So many professionals only ever meet
these kids in controlled environments.
They see them for an hour, maybe less.
They see the version that can perform.
They do not see what happens over the
long haul. They do not see the family
system absorbing years of chaos. They do
not see the aftermath once the child
returns home and unleashes everything
they have been holding together for
outsiders.

Over the years, we have interacted with
literally hundreds of mental health
professionals, social workers, care
coordinators, medical providers, crisis
responders, school staff, and system
representatives. And | do not say this
lightly: only two therapists and one care
coordinator truly seemed to understand
what we were actually living through.
Only a handful of people really grasped

NATRTERILT —LIU EDE
\ AU SNJ il Ilnd 3,89

the full picture, the complexity, the
danger, the grief, the manipulation, the
trauma, the survival patterns, and the way
families get slowly ground down trying to
love a child whose trauma tells them love
is not safe.

That does not mean the rest were
uncaring.

This is important to say clearly.

| understand these systems are limited. |
understand they are deeply underfunded.
| understand that many good people are
doing impossible jobs inside broken
structures. | understand that there are
workers carrying overwhelming
caseloads, few options, not enough
placements, not enough specialized
providers, not enough beds, not enough
training, and not enough long term
solutions. | understand many of them are

trying.

But good intentions inside a broken
system still leave families without help.

And when there is no help, parents are
left standing in the gap, trying to manage
situations that are far beyond what one
family can safely sustain.

That is where the conversation gets
especially dark.

Because when parents reach the point
where they can no longer safely manage
a child in the home, they are often met
not with support, but suspicion. Not with
relief, but blame. Not with resources, but
threats. They are told to keep going,
keep absorbing it, keep enduring it, keep
proving their love by sacrificing their own
nervous systems, their other children,
their marriage, their financial stability,
and their physical safety.

And if they say, we cannot do this safely
anymore, if they set boundaries, if they
plead for a higher level of care, if they say
there is no plan and no safety net and we
are drowning, too often the response is
some version of this:

So you are abandoning your child?
That word has haunted too many parents.

Abandonment charges hang over families
like a moral weapon. They force parents
into impossible situations. They
communicate that unless you continue to
take on unmanageable risk inside your
own home, you are failing your child.
They ignore the reality that some families
are not refusing care. They are begging
for it. They are not walking away casually.

They are collapsing after years of trying
everything available to them.

That distinction matters.

There is a profound difference between
abandoning a child and acknowledging
that your family is in a level of crisis that
requires more support than you can
provide alone.

But our systems are often too blunt, too
reactive, and too under resourced to hold
that nuance.

So parents get vilified.

They get painted as cold, uncaring,
dramatic, or neglectful. Meanwhile the
child, who may absolutely be suffering
and deserving of compassion, is often
seen only through the lens of victimhood
without any room for the reality that
traumatized children can also inflict
profound trauma on others. Both things
can be true at the same time. A child can
be deeply wounded and still create
terrifying conditions inside a home.
Parents can love that child fiercely and
still be unable to keep everyone safe.

We need room for both truths.

We need a culture that understands that
trauma is not tidy. It does not always look
sympathetic. It does not always show up
in ways that are easy to support.
Sometimes it shows up with violence.
Sometimes with manipulation. Sometimes
with criminal behavior. Sometimes with
cycles that repeat over and over despite
years of intervention.

And still, those children deserve help.
So do their families.

That is where the real moral failure lies.
Not in parents telling the truth about
what they are living through. Not in
families admitting they have hit a wall.
The moral failure is in a society that
leaves these families isolated, under
supported, misunderstood, and then
shamed for not being able to survive the
impossible forever.

Our oldest daughter’s birthday brought
all of that back to the surface for me.
Continued on Page 12
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Paremis & Community Members - This Is 8 Can't-Riss Eventd

THE DARK SIDE OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY: INTERNET, SMART
PHONES & SOCIAL MEDIA WITH ERIC SZATKOWSKI

When it comes to understanding the dark side of digital
technology, few bring the depth of knowledge and real-
world experience that Eric Szatkowski does.

Our kids are growing up in a world we've never experienced — one filled with smartphones, social media,
artificial intelligence, and constant connectivity. While digital technology offers incredible opportunities
for learning, creativity, and connection... it also carries very real risks.

Now is the time to get informed.

In this powerful, fast-paced presentation, Eric Szatkowski — nationally recognized child exploitation investigator — takes

parents and caregivers behind the screens to expose how predators manipulate apps, gaming platforms, messaging tools,
and social media to target children.

You'll discover:

+ The tactics predators use — and how they gain a child’s trust

+ The types of kids most vulnerable to online exploitation

+ The growing connections between online victimization, pornography, and sexualized culture
Disturbing trends in sexting, cyberbullying, webcam exploitation, and social networking apps
How artificial intelligence and weak regulations are making things more dangerous
Practical, realistic steps you can take to protect your children

Eric reinforces his message with real cases from his career — showing how predators attempt to corrupt every platform and
device our kids use. But this isn't just about fear — it's about empowerment.

As a husband, father, and now grandfather, Eric blends investigative expertise with personal experience. He understands
the daily challenges families face and offers clear, practical guidance on:

+ How to respond when something happens

« How to use filters and monitoring tools effectively

» How to be protectors and role models — not just “best friends”

« How to raise kids in a safe, caring and high-tech environment

During his career in law enforcement, Eric was responsible for the arrest of approximately 200 suspects from Wisconsin and
around the country. Many of of these individuals traveled various distances, believing they were meeting an underage boy or
girl for sex. Eric’s arrests also include those involved in the sexual assault of children, as well as individuals who distribute,
possess, or produce child pornography, expose minors to harmful materials, or participate in child sex trafficking. His work
earned him recognition from numerous organizations, including the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the
Wisconsin Department of Justice, and the Wisconsin Association of Homicide Investigators.

He was a guest on the Tyra Banks Show in Los Angeles, and CNN Tonight in New York City. Eric also appeared on “Living Our
Faith” with then-Milwaukee Archbishop Timothy Dolan, The Drew Mariani Show on Relevant Radio, and has been interviewed
by countless newspapers, radio and television stations across Wisconsin and the Midwest. Some of Eric’s cases have been
featured in national media outlets including Cold Case Files with Bill Kurtis, People Magazine, and MSNBC Investigates.

JOINJUS'ON'SATURDAY, 0CTOBEROTH!

This presentation is eye-opening, urgent, and incredibly practical. Every parent,
grandparent, educator, coach, and community member will leave better
equipped to protect the children they love. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
how to navigate the digital world wisely and confidently.

"Hey... I'm 14 too.

My name’s Jess. |

At " - just moved here

"My parents don't really oy and don't really
understand me either. I'm know anyone yet.”
glad | found someone my age to talk to.”
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OCTOBER ¢ - 11, 2026 | HOLIDAY INN & SUITES, ROTHSCHILD, WI

FRIDAY: OCTOBER 9, 2026

Registration -
3:00 PM - 9:00 PM Pick Up Your Conference Folder, Drop Off Auction and/or Raffle Items, View Auction and
Raffle Buckets, Buy Raffle Tickets, Explore Awesome Freebies for Foster and Adoptive Families!

Hospitality Room - Munchies/Socialize
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM Connecting, Networking, Socialize, Relax, Eat, Meet Foster Folks, and Share
Stories

Hidden In Plain Sight (HIPS) An Interactive Exhibit for Parents &
Community Members
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Presented by the Healthy Youth Coalition (HYC) of Marinette &
Menominee Counties. Presenters: Joe Nault, Karianne Lesperance,
& Danielle Lemke

SATURDAY: OCTOBER 10, 2026

7:30 AM - 5:00 PM The registration desk is officially up and running for all your registration needs!

State Updates on DCF 56 and Relevant Adoption Programs Updates
9:00 AM-10:00 AM Presenter: Jessica Nehmer, DCF- Program and Policy Analyst Advanced Bureau of
Permanence & Out-of-Home Care Division of Safety and Permanence

10:00 AM -10:15AM | 15-Minute Break — It's Time for a Stretch!

"The Dark Side of Cyberspace: the Internet, Smart Phones, and Social Media"
Presenter: Eric Szatkowski, Hospital Chaplain and Retired Special Agent who
served with the Wisconsin Department of Justice/ Division of
Criminal Investigation (DCI)

10:15 AM - 11:45 AM

12:00 PM-1:00PM | Enjoy lunch along with the first of two 50/50 drawings!

Join us for a virtual session featuring Angeline as she explores the significance of her
books for young individuals in foster care, particularly Native American youth. She will
address the challenges related to the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and its influence
on the mindset of those navigating the foster care system.
Presenter: Angeline Boulley, #1 NYT Bestselling Author, Printz Medal & Morris
Award Winner

1:00 PM-2:30 PM

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM 15-Minute Break — It's Time for a Stretch!

SAAN & FASPP - Surviving Allegations of Abuse & Neglect

2:45 PM - 4:00 PM
a8 g0 Presenters: Norma Schoenberg & Sherry Benson

General Membership Meeting:
« Updates regarding WFAPA
4:15PM-? + Meet WFAPA's Board Members
« Gather Participant Feedback
+ Retrieve Your Certificates

Banquet Buffet - Savor your dinner,
Get your raffle excitement here with amazing prizes to win! i

6:00PM-10:00PM Join in on bucket raffles and seize another opportunity to hit L Gor':n,?oft with yqt‘[ feugw SIOw,
the jackpot with our 50/50 drawing! Bring your A-game and al"lg I y.OU car] au.g no more,
challenge your pals in a fun showdown at our live auction! cause r"ghts like this are few.

SUNDAY: OCTOBER 11, 2026

9:00AM-12:00PM | FASPP & Board Members Meeting - Closed to General Membership.
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WFAPA'S 2026 CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION FORM

PERSONAL INFORMATION PLEASE COMPLETE ONE REGISTRATION FORM |

First Name: | | Last Name:| |
Phone Number:| | Email:| |
Home Address: | | City] | state: |:] Zipccde::l
County You Are Licensed With: | Are you an active member of WFAPA? [JYes [JNo

Is this your first conference? []Yes [_] No

I am bringing a first time attendee [_]Yes [ ] No If yes, Name of attendee: |

CONFERENCE SELECTION B

Conference Registration includes workshops, hospitality room and meals on Saturday. Complimentary breakfast is
available at the hotel. Buffet meals will be served at lunch and at the banquet.
Please select a registration option and specify if you will attend the lunch and supper buffet.

Choose In-Person Conference Type: |:| $85- WFAPA Member |:| $100- Non WFAPA Member
Choose Virtual Conference Type: [] $85- WFAPA Member |:| $100- Non WFAPA Member
Choose Lunch Buffet Type: [] $0- Conference Attendee ["] $10- Non Conference Attendee
Choose Supper Buffet Type: [ ] $0- Conference Attendee | [ ] $20- Non Conference Attendee

Do you have any dietary restrictions? [_]Yes [_] No

If yes, what are your dietary needs? | |

Conference Completion and CE Information

No childcare is provided for this conference. Because many discussions involve sensitive topics, children are not permitted in training sessions. Infants may attend; however, attendees are
asked to step out with fussy or noisy infants to minimize disruptions. WFAPA designates this in-person and virtual conference for 12 foster care leaming credits. To earn foster care
leaming credits, participants must be on time, sign in and sign out, and attend the entire sessions. Partial credit is not permitted. WFAPA's Certificates of Completion will be given out to
in-person participants at the end of the General Membership Meeting and emailed to virtual participants within 7 business days of conference completion. Attendees may use the
WFAPA Certificate of Completion to verify attendance and apply for continuing education in their jurisdiction. Secure payments can be made with a debit or credit card at
www.wiapa.org. For payment by check, please make checks payable to WFAPA CONFERENCE and mail to Tracey Gunn, 715 E. 25th Street, Marshfield, WI 54449. For questions or
concerns, contact Tracey at 970-367-6717 or info@gmail.com. There will be a $20.00 service fee for all checks returned for insufficient funds. | grant permission for WFAPA to use my
personal image (photo) and name in any form of media for promotional and any other lawful purposes. WFAPA acknowledges that the images may be used on the organization’s website,
Facebook, social media, flyers, publications, and that there will be NO payment for the use of the photographs, names or any other forms of media for promotional purposes. This
releases WFAPA from any infringement or violation of personal and/or property rights of any sort whatsoever based upon the use of your photo(s), and further acknowledges that WFAPA
is not obliged to use the photographs.

System requirements for virtual attendees

If you use a Zoom account that is registered in someone else's name, your attendance will not be recorded and WFAPA will not be able to issue you a certificate of attendance. To ensure
you receive proper credit, use a Zoom account associated with the same email address used in your WFAPA registration. You can sign up for a free Zoom account at zoom.us/signup.
Cancelation Notice

A full refund will be given for cancellations if written notice is sent by email to info@wfapa.org at least 8 days before the conference date. Refunds are not available for cancelations made

within 8 days prior to the conference date.

Signature: Date: / /
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RESERUEVOURROOM FORICONFERENCE]

The conference will take place at the Holiday Inn & Suites, 1000 Imperial Avenue,
Rothschild, Wisconsin, 54474. WFAPA has set aside a block of rooms, so make sureto *
book your stay early since space is limited. The deadline for booking within the WFAPA
room block is September 25, 2026.

To reserve your room under the Wisconsin Foster and Adoptive Parent Association block:
* Book online at Holiday Inn:

www.reservationdesk.com/hotel /603c2ae/holiday-inn-and-suites-rothschild-wi/
* Call Reservations: 1-888-HOLIDAY (1-888-465-4329) or contact the front desk at 1-715-355-1111.

President Acting President & Secretary Treasurer
Tina Christopherson Vice President Michelle Ward Sherry Benson
Tel: 715-938-6667 Sherry Benson Tel: 920-602-3027 Tel: 715-923-1124
Tel: 715-923-1124
Activity Chair Advisor to the Board By-Law Chair Conference Chair FASPP Advisor &
Lauri Thorssen Prof. Rosemarie Carbino Tracey Gunn SAAN
Tel: 715-816-4152 Tel: 608- 238-3710 Yacant Tel: 970-367-6717 Norma Schoenberg
Tel: (920) 922-9627
Finance Chair Finance Co-Chair Fundraising_Chair Grant Writer Chair Hospitality Chair
Larry Ward Caitlyn Huls Caitlyn Huls Melinda Kasch
Tel: 920-204-3264 Yacant Tel: - Tel: --- Tel: 262-707-5527
Legislation/Lobbyist Membership Chair Newsletter Chair Partnership Chair Social Worker Liason
Chair Michelle Ward Tammy Boettcher Sherry Benson
Jared Key Tel: 920-602-3027 Tel: 715-330-2291 Vacant Tel: 715-923-1124
.Tel: . ) ) . If you wish to reach out to one of our board
Technlcal AdVISOI' Web‘slte Deslgﬂ WebSIte Managﬂ members via email' Please send your
Larry Ward Brlttany Stuar‘[ Tammy Boettcher message to info@wfapa'org and make sure
Tel: 920-204-3264 Tel: -—- Tel: 715-330-2291 to address it to the relevant chair.
What is an £y <52 An
ice skater’s ‘;’ ice-
favorite drink? o b presso

Annual Conference Call for Artist

D =
NICWA is excited to provide an opportunity for Native artists to showcase their % :
talents in support of our 2027 Protecting Our Children Conference in A

Albuquerque, New Mexico. fO]_' A]_'tiStS

The selected artist will be awarded a cash prize of $2,000 for the use of their work 2027 Protecting Our
in promotional materials for our 2027 conference. Artists also may receive a free Children Conference
arts and crafts vendor booth at our conference as long as they notify NICWA by B ' Mvaneceus; o hiares
November 2026. The image will be published on NICWA's website and printed 4 b ooty
materials, reaching thousands of people, and will be the visual centerpiece TR DY ot 90
throughout the event. All artists must agree to our terms of use.

%\.
To apply or view previously selected artists and their artwork, please visit their Deadline to apply | ff |
website at www.nicwa.org/conference/call-for-artists/. Here, you can explore May 15,2026 T
the work of artists who have been chosen in the past. 1 Gohkaggs \







