
The eight-bill package stemmed from an adoption task force commissioned last year and chaired by 
freshman Rep. Barbara Dittrich, who said she learned through the process that there was no “quick 
and easy fix” to the ails of the adoption system. 
 
But the Oconomowoc Republican touted the package as a “tiny step forward” towards making Wis-
consin an “adoption-friendly state.” But Rep. Lisa Subeck, the vice-chair of the task force, said the 
package was “derailed by the Speaker of the Assembly.” The Madison Dem said she believed task 
force members “got partway there” and were “acting in good faith on both sides of the aisle,” only to 
see the proposals be “taken out of the hands of the task force” and changed without input before 

circulation. 
 
“I did not actually see the version of the bill that was sent out with my name on it,” Subeck said, adding she still had “grave con-
cerns” about a number of the proposals.  Rep. David Crowley, a Milwaukee Dem who served on the panel, also knocked the pack-
age. He said the bills would have a “disproportionate effect” on the black community. “More punitive measures do not help us out,” 
he said.  
 
The initial set of proposals came under fire from witnesses ranging from officials with the state’s court system to public defenders to 
DCF officials, who raised concerns during public hearings in both the Assembly and Senate that the proposals presented serious due 
process, equal protection and other issues. But at an executive session, Dems on the Assembly panel reviewing the package lauded 
their GOP colleagues for adding amendments they said strengthened the proposals. All but one won bipartisan support in committee. 
 
The package includes: 
 
*AB 559, which would eliminate the right to a jury trial in involuntary termination of parental rights proceedings, as well as modify 
and expand the grounds for involuntary TPR. An amendment added in December scaled back and modified the grounds for involun-
tary TPR created by the bill and mandated a warning be sent to parents who are on track for involuntary TPR.  The bill passed 61-37 
on a largely party-line vote with Dem Rep. Steve Doyle supporting it and GOP Reps. John Nygren and Shae Sortwell voting against 
it. 
 
*AB 560, which would allow involuntary termination of parental rights if a child is in continuing need of protection or services be-
cause they have been placed out of home for 15 of the previous 22 months. An amendment tweaked the bill to make it more compli-
ant with the federal Indian Child Welfare Act and among other things. The proposal passed via voice vote. 

 
*AB 561, which established legally enforceable post-adoption contracts between a birth 
parent and a proposed adoptive parent. The bill was amended to ensure ICWA and WIC-
WA compliance and make the contract unenforceable during the period in which the 
adopted child has been placed outside the adoptive parent’s home. The Assembly      
approved the measure by voice vote.                                 Continued on Page 5  
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 Secretary and Membership Chair 
~ Michelle Ward 

 

For over 20 years, Michelle and her 
husband, Larry, have been coming to 
WFAPA conferences and have both 
been on the WFAPA  Board  for 17+ 
years.  During the General Member-
ship Meeting on Saturday, Michelle 
was re-elected as Secretary. Congrat-
ulations Michelle!  

 Vice President~ Tammy Wood-
Garr 

 

Tammy and her husband, Josh have 
been with WFAPA for 6 years and 
they have both been on the board for 
5 conferences.  During the General 
Membership Meeting on Saturday, 
Tammy was re-elected as Vice Presi-
dent.  Congratulations Tammy!  

Around 135,000 

children are adopted 

every year in the 

United States.  

 

 

Support 

Advice 

Laughter 

Tips 

Friendships 

Guidance 

 
An informal evening for pre-
adoptive, post-adoptive, and foster 
moms to connect and support each 
other. Group meets monthly at vari-
ous coffee shops or restaurants in 
Madison and Janesville usually 
from 6:30-8:00pm. We also have a 
closed Facebook group for moms 
who have attended at least one of 
our Mom's Night Out events to stay 

in touch between get-togethers and 
share resources. The closed group is 
called Coffee Talk: Adoptive & Foster 
Moms’ Night Out.  For  more infor-
mat ion or  to RSVP, contact     
judi@wisapsp.org or jessi-
ca@wisapsp.org . 

 
For additional support groups, webi-
nars, and events, please go to http://
wisapsp.eventbrite.com. 

At WFAPA, we really value your feedback! We are always 

trying to improve our website and newsletters and we 

can only do this if you tell us what you like and what in-

formation you find helpful.   

 

Your feedback will help us to improve the quality of the services and 

information you receive. Please email us with any ideas or suggestions to 

Tammy at boettcher_tammy@yahoo.com. . 

We Need Your Feedback 
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Throughout the 

newsletter are 

pictures from the 

Fall Conference.. 

 

 

Grand Lodge Waterpark Resort in Rothschild, WI 

Foster Parents ~ Get Your 12 Credits! 
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No Longer Fostering Or You Have Questions?    We Would Love To Hear From You! 

We are interested to learn about families leaving foster care and the reasons behind their decision. This       

information can assist us to advocate for future policies to support foster families. If you are a former foster 

parent, please take a moment to provide feedback on your foster care experience. Also, if you have any    

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact WFAPA President, Tina Christopherson at 

twfapa@new.rr.com. 

 
At our Fall Conference, WFAPA donated a box of items and gift cer-
tificates to The Independent Living Transition Resource Agency ~ 
Region One, which serves Marathon, Forest, Lincoln, Langlade, 
Oneida and Vilas Counties. The following items had been requested: 
full and queen air mattresses, new full and queen sheet sets, Aldi’s 
gift cards, Walmart gift cards, laundry supplies, and toiletries (soap, 
shampoo, toothpaste, etc.)  
 

FASPP (Foster and Adoptive Support and Preservation Program) 

 
FASPP’s mission is to meet the needs of foster and adoptive parents statewide through a network of 
peer driven support and information which will help to preserve foster and adoptive families.   
 
             Are you feeling lost?            Do you need information?            Are you under an investigation?  
 
If so, FASPP may be able to help! Our FASPP and SAAN volunteers are highly trained to provide you 

with information and/or resources to guide you through various issues. FASPP and SAAN is made up of fellow foster or adop-
tive parents.  
 

SAAN (Surviving Allegations of Abuse and Neglect) 

 
SAAN is a peer driven support network, the purpose of which is to minimize the trauma to foster and adoptive families while 
undergoing an allegation without compromising the integrity of that investigation.  Foster parents welcome children into their 
homes knowing that they bring their histories and issues along with them. For this reason, foster and adop-
tive parents are at a higher risk of having an allegation made against them. Undergoing an investigation is 
a stressful and scary situation for anyone, and SAAN is here to provide information to support you 
throughout the investigation process. 
 
Please call or email the following people with questions in these areas:  
Norma, Chairperson (Advice on general/allegations) ~ Phone: (920) 922-9627   
Melissa (Focuses on fostering younger children) ~ Phone: (608) 333-6650   Email: lovedalemelissa@gmail.com 
Tammy (Advice on general/foster) ~ Phone: (715) 497-3561   Email: tmeesha1973@yahoo.com 
Lauri Thorssen (Advice on general/adoption) ~ Phone: (715) 816-4152   Email: lthorssen@gmail.com 

mailto:lthorssen@centurytel.net
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Adoption Stories  
We all have stories. Some make us laugh until we cry. Others? Well…they just make us cry. If you 
have lived at all, you have likely experienced both joy and heartache. While it can be easy to wish that 
we lived a carefree existence without the difficult moments, sometimes even our most trying burdens 
can become our biggest blessings. 
 
Have you ever gone through a situation and felt utterly alone? Have you been ashamed to speak your 
truth out loud? Have you ever just needed someone to say, “It’s okay. I’ve been there, too.”? Most of us 
want so badly for someone to identify with, to normalize what we often think are unique struggles. In 
these times, the testimony of others can be a bright and shining light in the darkness. So…have you 
considered sharing your testimony? 
 
If you think that nobody is interested in what you have to say, you’d be surprised. Whether you are a 
birth parent, a potential or current adoptive parent, or a person who was adopted, your story can touch 
the lives of countless others. Don’t forget about the stories in your life that are completely unrelated to 
adoption as well. First, it can help to think about where your story begins, how it progresses, and how it 
has led to your current situation. Also remember that your future is still wide open, so your story is  
never really finished.  
 
If you would like to share your story and/or your family’s picture on WFAPA’s website, Facebook, 
and/or newsletter, please email Tina at twfapa@new.rr.com.  

                               Sour Cream and Cranberry Bar 

  
PREP TIME: 35 Minutes   BAKE TIME: 35 minutes +  Cooling    MAKES:  2 Dozen 

Ingredients: 
 ~ 3 Large Egg Yolks      ~ 1 1/2 Cups Sour Cream   ~ 1 Cup Sugar 
 ~ 3 Tablespoons Cornstarch ~ 1/8 Teaspoon Salt   ~ 1 Cup Dried Cranberries 
 ~  1 Teaspoon Vanilla Extract  
  Crust:  ~ 1 Cup Butter, Softened  ~ 1 Cup Sugar    ~ 2 Teaspoons Vanilla Extract 
  ~ 1 Teaspoon Salt  ~ 1 3/4 Cups Quick-Cooking Oats     ~ 1 3/4 Cups All-Purpose Flour 
  ~ 1 Teaspoon Baking Soda ~ 1 Cup Sweetened Shredded Coconut 
 
Instructions: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. In top of a double boiler or a metal bowl over simmering water, whisk the first 
5 ingredients until blended; stir in cranberries. Cook and stir until mixture is thickened, 15-20 
minutes. Remove from heat; stir in vanilla.  

2. Meanwhile, in a large bowl, cream butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in vanilla. In another 
bowl, whisk flour, oats, salt and baking soda; gradually beat into creamed mixture. Stir in coconut. 
Reserve half of the dough for topping. Press remainder onto bottom of a greased 13x9-in. baking 
dish. Bake until set, 8-10 minutes.  

3. Spread sour cream mixture over crust; crumble reserved dough over top. Bake until filling is set and 
top is golden brown, 25-30 minutes. Cool in pan on a wire rack. Cut into bars.  
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Continued Article: Assembly Passes Adoption Package   
 
*AB 562, which was designed to make foster parents and group homes parties to change of placement proceedings and 
allows them to review copies of all records relating to the child. An amendment would allow foster parents access to 
counsel but removes language making such access a right, require counsel to inform foster parents of the penalties for 
disclosing the child’s confidential records and ensure ICWI and WICWI compliance, among other things. The bill passed 
via voice vote. 
 
*AB 563, which originally was designed to require permanency plans be provided to foster parents and foster children 12 
and older. The proposal was changed and would now require a child’s out-of-home care provider to be given a wide swath 
of information, including medical, school and child wellbeing records. It passed by voice vote.  
 
*AB 564, which was designed to expand the eligibility for adoption assistance for “special needs adoptions.” Lawmakers 
tacked on an amendment to allow the Joint Finance Committee to transfer funds from the Department of Children and 
Families appropriation account to another account controlled by the agency that subsidizes adoption assistance. The meas-
ure passed by voice vote. 
 
*AB 565, which originally aimed to create a four-month window for relatives to request a child be placed with them. An 
amendment stripped out the four-month provision and instead would require placement preference to be given to a foster 
parent or physical custodian who cared for the child for nine months or more. The proposal passed 64-34 with Doyle and 
fellow Dem Rep. Amanda Stuck joining all Republicans in support. 

We’re On The Web! 
wfapa.org 

*AB 566, which sought to allow a petition to terminate parental rights to be filed if it is alleged a child is in need of protective 
services.            
 
An amendment changed the language surrounding the filing from “petition” to “motion.” The measure passed by voice vote. 
The bills now head to the Senate, where they have been given a public hearing but still remain in committee. 
 
Read the bills: 
*AB 559, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab559 
*AB 560, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab560 
*AB 561, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab561 
*AB 562, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab562 
*AB 563, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab563 
*AB 564, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab564 
*AB 565, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab565 
*AB 566, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab566 
 
Article from https://www.wispolitics.com/2020/assembly-passes-adoption-package/ and it was published on January 15, 2020.  

Adopting a child is such a powerful, emotional experience and like pregnancy and 
birth, no two adoption stories are the same. We are making another WFAPA Quilt 
and if you have adopted a child or you were an adopted child, we would like to 
hear from you.  
 
Sherry will send you a quilt square-which you will design. Also, you will need to 
provide a short essay about what your adoption means to you. Please remember, 
no identifying information. You can reach Sherry Benson, WFAPA Treasurer and 
Social Worker Liaison, by emailing her at misssherry@new.rr.com or by texting 
or calling her at (715) 923-1124.    
 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab559
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab560
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab561
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab562
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab563
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab564
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab565
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab566
https://www.parents.com/pregnancy/
https://www.parents.com/pregnancy/
https://www.parents.com/parenting/adoption/
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At every WFAPA conference, we draw several member’s name for free registration and lodg-

ing for our next conference. Congratulations to the following winners at our Fall Conference: 

     Manda Wirth Britainney Cleveland  Tara Langley 
 
  Enjoy your free registration and lodging at our 2021 Spring Conference in Rothschild. For a 

chance to win, please attend our next conference and you could be the next lucky winner!  

Vice President 

Tammy Wood-Gar 

tmeesha1973@yahoo.com 

715-497-3561 

Secretary &  

Membership 

Michelle Ward 

twowards@charter.net   

920-922-3824 

Treasurer 

Sherry Benson 

misssherry@new.rr.com 

715-923-1124 

President 

Tina Christopherson 

twfapa@new.rr.com 

715-938-6667 

SAAN 

Norma Schoenberg 

920-922-9627 

WFAPA is a peer and volunteer-based association that supports and advocates for foster and adoptive parents by offering train-
ing, support program and helps to create and support different legislative measures with our fellow representatives in Madi-
son. Every year we hold a spring conference  in April and a fall conference in October throughout the state of Wisconsin.  
 
WFAPA conferences reach a statewide population, and WFAPA encourages networking amongst foster and adoptive par-
ents.  Our conferences bring in highly qualified speakers who can help foster and adoptive parents on the issues presenting in 
their home. WFAPA also educates the public and brings a more positive light to foster and adoptive parenting through stories 
in different areas of the media (including radio, newspapers, etc.) and through our quilt, which tells the stories of foster chil-
dren. 
 
We are looking for sponsors to help keep our association growing. We cannot do this without the help of people like you. 
Would you consider donating $25.00 a month, a one-time yearly donation of $300.00, or a donation of your choosing? Not 
only is your gift 100% tax deductible (we are a 501(3) (C)), but our members are encouraged to patronize your establishment, 
and you will also be mentioned in 

~ WFAPA Newsletter that is published four times a year: February, May, August & November,   
~ On our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/wfapa, 
~ On our website, wwww.wfapa.org and  
~ Our conference folders. 
 

We are very proud of our achievements and the hard work of a lot of people connected with our association. Please feel free to 
contact our President, Tina Christopherson at (715) 938-6667 with any questions. Thank you in advance for your generosity 
and support! 
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A Big Round Of Applause & Thank You To  
Our Guest Speakers at Our Fall Conference 

Sherry Benson, LMSW, 
LCSW, CCTP, Certified 

Family Mediator 

Tiffany Meredith, MSW,  
APSW 

Amazon Users-SMILE PROGRAM 
 

When shopping on Amazon, don’t forget to use the Amazon Smile Program! Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
Amazon Smile purchases to WFAPA whenever you shop on Amazon Smile. Amazon Smile is the same Amazon you know-same 
products, same prices, same service.  

 
SUPPORT WFAPA by starting your shopping @smile.amazon.com.  

WFAPA thanks you!! 

Cierrena A. Spataro-Haynes,    
MSW, APSW  

 

Hello all, 

 

The colored leaves are falling, trees are becoming bare and the chill is in the air as I compose 

this letter. Seasons are changing, our world is a challenge, masks are a new thing, trainings and 

meetings are done virtually. The world turned upside down for many of us. Seeing the leaves, 

touching the leaves, and feeling the chill in the air, we are those colored leaves, each of us 

unique in our own way. We fall to the ground, make mistakes. The chill in the air may be the 

COVID-19, however, we still believe in the “connection” of people. We connected this month 

at our physical conference in Wausau. It was a challenge, registrants canceled, speakers can-

celed, yet we did it. We had eleven new families join us! Stories were shared, laughter was had, information was 

given. Speakers were informative, challenged us to look and think beyond our role as a foster parent and yet, 

they understood where we are in the trenches. Many folks were surprised at what they saw and heard. People 

enjoyed and comments were made, “it was a great experience.” This is truly a family gathering of people caring 

for the one common cause, children.  We “leaves” had a great, informative, colorful weekend and walked away 

knowing we would be together again in April. I look at our membership and wonder, how many of you are the 

colored leaves that have fallen from the tree and blowen away? 

 

Our next conference will be April 9
th

 to April 11
th

, 2021 at Grand Lodge and Waterpark in Wausau. Will some of 

our blown leaves return? 

 

November is adoption month, remember all our adopted families. 

 

Be grateful and thankful the month of November as there are many people that may have life worse than us.  

 

Stay safe and healthy until next year my friends! 

 
Tina 

Chelsey Zommers, 
Adoption & Permanen-
cy Specialist 



Considering joining or renewing your membership with WFAPA? WFAPA continues to play a role in influencing public 

policy and advocating on behalf of Foster and Adoptive children and parents in Wisconsin. WFAPA’s Leadership has 

helped to educate policymakers and engage  Foster and Adoptive Parents in the debate on issues that affect the Foster 

and Adoptive System.  

 As a member, you: 

~  Receive four newsletters in the mail each year.    ~   Get first hand information of what’s happening at the State level. 

~  Who to call when an allegation arises.      ~   Peer Support. 

~  Scholarship information.       ~   Reduced rate for conferences.  

~  Opportunities to become involved in projects to help foster children.              

       
    

         
 

WFAPA Membership Form     

For Family memberships, return this form along with $10.00 to:  Michelle & Larry Ward * W7018 Discovery Dr. * Fond du Lac, 

WI 54937   Email: twowards@charter.net   

Name _____________________________________________ Phone _________________________  Fax ____________________ 

Email _____________________________________________  Your Address __________________________________________       

______________________________________________________  Would you be willing to help out with WFAPA? __ yes  __ no  

County, State or Agency Name (that licenses you) _________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Donation: ____ $5   _____ $10 _____ $25 _____ $50 ____ Other ________ 

GO GREEN!  ____  I’d like to “go green” and paperless by receiving my newsletter online only.   

Please join today. $10.00 per family. 

Alphabet Shuffle, LLC 

Family Works Programs, Inc. is a community of peo-

ple throughout Wisconsin dedicated to helping chil-

dren with complex needs. Our treatment families are 

compassionate and committed to creating a healthy 

5604 Medical Circle, Madison, WI 53719 

(800) 660-9204 

Sherry Benson, LCSW, LMSW, CCTP,   

      Certified Family Mediator 

Counseling For All Ages and Family  

Phone: 906-424-4476   

Text: 715-923-1557 

Fax: 906-424-4480   

805 1st Street, Menominee, MI 49858 
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Ronald and Joann Adkins  

Ronald and Joann live in Dodge County and have 6 older children, 22 grandchildren, 8 great grands, 

and 1 placement. When they moved to Dodge County, they lived in a great, big house with eight bed-
rooms and since their own children were grown and living on their own, they decided to do foster care. 
About 40 years ago, they did foster care for three years. At the time, you couldn’t adopt from the sys-

tem and it broke their hearts having to let the little boy they had for several years go, so they quit doing foster care. Due to 

the current situation within their family, they got relicensed in foster care and are doing kinship care with their 2 ½ year old 
great granddaughter.  

Lyle and Britainney Cleveland 

Lyle and Britainney live in Clark County and have a 16-year-old foster child and two Huskies (Jaya & 

Reya). They have been doing foster care for four years. Brittainney always wanted to do foster care and 

has friends that worked with foster care and then adopted. 

Daniel and Jennifer Baranczyk 

Daniel and Jennifer live in Waushara County, have two children, and have been involved with foster care 

since 2013. Since they were not able to have children of their own, they wanted to help kids in need and 

to be able to give them a place they could call home.  

Douglas and Julie Schlough 

Douglas and Julie live in Clark County and have four children. They became interested in doing foster 

care after Julie, who works at a daycare, took care of  some kids who were in foster care. They have been 

doing foster care for five years.  
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Adoption is an event that has a life-long effect on everyone involved. Adoption brings unique rewards as well as 
challenges to families, and sometimes families will need or want professional help as concerns or problems arise.  
 
The type (e.g., individual, family, group) and duration of therapy will differ depending on many variables. Some 
families build a relationship with a therapist over years, “checking in” for help as needed. Other families might 
find they need a therapist’s help only once or twice. Clinicians with adoption knowledge and experience are best 
suited to help families identify links between problems and adoption and to plan effective treatment.  
At a minimum, a therapist must:  
 Be knowledgeable about adoption and the psychological impact of adoption on children and families.  
 Be experienced in working with adopted children and their families.  

  Once you have selected a therapist: During the first 6-8 weeks of therapy, evaluate your satisfaction with the treat-
ment. (It may be helpful to schedule an evaluation meeting with the therapist at the beginning of the course of thera-
py).  
 Are you satisfied with the “chemistry” between the therapist and members of your family? 

 Were mutually agreed upon goals set up for treatment approaches, outcomes desired, etc.? 

 Since one of your reasons for seeking help was for assistance in addressing one or more identified problems, 
have you seen improvement in those areas? Weigh that evaluation with the realization that some behaviors need 
extensive intervention before changes can be seen. 

 Do you have a tentative diagnosis from the therapist? 

 What has the therapist communicated to you about the chances that therapy can improve the situation(s) you 
identified? (You have a right to a second opinion.) 

 Have you followed through with recommendations, kept regularly scheduled appointments, and practices any 
“homework” assignments? (Most of the “work” in therapy occurs between sessions; it is a reciprocal process.)  

 
It is important that you communicate your satisfaction levels with the therapist; he/she needs your feedback about 
conditions on the home front. Successful therapy requires open, trusting communication.  

Phone Interview Questions: Parents should start by giving the clinician a brief description of the concern or prob-
lem for which they are requesting help. Listed below are some questions to discuss.  
 What is the therapist’s experience with: Adoption, in general? Special needs adopting? Open adoption? Adopted 

children? Transracial adoption? Search and reunion? Adoptive families? Identity issues in the context of adop-
tion? Children who have histories of loss, abuse and/or neglect? Children who may have learning or develop-
mental disabilities?  

 How long has the therapists been in practice, and what degrees, license or certification does he/she have? 
 What clinical training does he/she have on adoption issues? 
 Does the therapist include parents in the therapeutic process? What does this look like? 
 Does the therapist prefer to work with the entire family or only with the children?  
 Will the therapist give parents regular reports on a child’s progress? 
 Can the therapist estimate a time frame for the course of therapy?  

 
Adapted from the National Adoption Information Clearinghouse  


